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TRANSCRIPTION 1 
INTERVIEW with REVEREND BILL MALONEY 2 
By Edward Seitz 3 
 4 
(Approximately 1 minute 9 seconds of captured conversation) 5 
  6 
 7 
EDDIE SEITZ: Alright here we go—alright so this is um—my name is Edward Seitz and 8 
we're doing—interviewing Reverend Bill Maloney— right—for the Oral History Project 9 
the Columbia College Chicago archives and Honors Oral History project the Chicago 68’ 10 
part of the collaboration with the Council of religious leaders at the Metropolitan 11 
Chicago. Today is May 1st of 2015 and we’re doing the interview at Reverend Maloney’s 12 
house in Willowbrook and you are a religious activist. What year were you an activist 13 
around 68? 14 
 15 
BILL MALONEY: Well I don’t know that anybody used term I’ve been called a lot of 16 
things but I’m not sure I’ve ever been called that before so—I was, in the time you’re 17 
talking from November 1965 I was a pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church in the 18 
loop which was then located at both 327 S. LaSalle and 25 W. Jackson for the corner of 19 
Jackson and Plymouth court and—from the very beginning of the 68 Democratic 20 
Convention we were involved with all of this stuff, all the way through the conspiracy 21 
trial. Basically out of accident, not because we planned anything—we didn’t plan 22 
anything. The accident was where we were located at during the time of the trial. For 23 
example, the conspiracy seven trial—the minute he kicked off the judge Haufman 24 
declared that around the federal building where it was taking place on the north side of 25 
Jackson Street that the press was not permitted to come on the property of the federal 26 
building. That meant the lobbies and all of the sidewalks around the building so the press 27 
had two possibilities left—one was to walk in the door of Christ the King Lutheran 28 
Church which had a sign on the front that said open welcome come in. Or they could 29 
stand in the middle of Jackson Boulevard in see how soon a semi would hit them. They 30 
chose to come into the church and sit around and use our telephone and drink our coffee 31 
and yeah they made to place home. The place was also paid home by the Chicago Police 32 
Department—the police off the street would come in to get warm in the winter time and 33 
they’d sit and have coffee so that the demonstrators that were out on the street at that time 34 
would stand out in front of the street and yell at the cops—and then both of then would 35 
come in our church and have coffee together. 36 
 37 
ES: Wow. 38 
 39 
BM: So you know— we, we were not activists as you used the word a minute ago in 40 
doing anything. We were responding to a need right outside our front door I mean wasn’t 41 
any escaping it. 42 
 43 
ES: Okay. 44 
 45 
BM. I mean we had space and so—we permitted people to come in and that took off and 46 
that became such an easy thing for example during the trial that when the trial was over 47 
the press had their meeting with the conspiracy seven because it was—what month was 48 
that—I forgot it’s in the book we can look it up if you want  49 
 50 
ES: Okay. We’re going to go into a little bit more detail—we don’t have to jump right 51 
into 68’ we’ll build up there 52 
 53 
BM: Okay 54 
 55 
ES: But I just wanted to make sure we understood where you were at at the time. 56 
 57 
BM: Yes. 58 
 59 
ES:  You know—Around 68’ 60 
 61 
BM:  You know that was—the end of it was a conspiracy trial. People came over to our 62 
place and met with the press and there was one press guy who took a picture of the whole 63 
bunch of them sitting on the floor in front of our altar and the next—two days later—the 64 
next day—excuse me—that picture was on the front page of the New York Times and we 65 
got huge letters from other Lutheran congregations who were just very angry about what 66 
we were doing and it just spiraled into—so that’s that broad picture so I would argue that 67 
activism was wrong word. We were trying to be neighbors in ministry—serving the needs 68 
of people in the neighborhood that’s all. 69 
 70 
ES: Okay, alright so I would love to—for you to tell me whem you were born and where 71 
you were born. 72 
 73 
BM: When I was born. 1936…[REDACTED]…in East Liverpool, Ohio.  74 
 75 
ES: Alright and you were raised in East Liverpool as well?  76 
 77 
BM: Yes. 78 
 79 
ES: Okay. Tell me a little about your mother and father? 80 
 81 
BM: Well mom was a girl and dad was a boy. Is that what you wanted to know? 82 
 83 
ES:  Yeah just give me a little bit more about maybe where your father grew up or your 84 
mother grew up? 85 
 86 
BM: My dad grew up in East Liverpool six blocks away from where I grew up. My 87 
mother grew up in eastern Pennsylvania about 40 miles outside of Philadelphia. In a 88 
family that over back in that chair over there is a deed from Anne(?) and William—no 89 
Anne(?) and John Penn conveying that the family farm into her family from John and 90 
Anne(?) Penn and John and was William Penn’s brother and the date on that deed is 91 
sometime in the mid 1700s—1750. Mom grew up on that farm my grandfather—her 92 
father sold that farm in 1948— it had been in the family more than two centuries—and 93 
Dad in East Liverpool and except for two years spent all of his life in east Liverpool. 94 
 95 
ES: Okay. So, what was it like growing up—in the house that you grew up in? 96 
 97 
BM: I think pretty normal. I mean—you know I did a lot of stuff in school and my 98 
parents supported all of it. I was the editor of the school newspaper. I spent Christmas 99 
vacations a number of times at a special school that—I understand is still going on at 100 
Columbia College in—where you stole the name your school the Columbia University in 101 
New York City—and which did a course for kid’s who were interested in journalism. I 102 
did that for several years at Christmas vacation time—so we had a normal family dad was 103 
businessman. He was in the grocery business. When I was old enough, I would go to his 104 
store on Saturday evening with him and clean the meet stuff— you know—clean the 105 
meet machines and all that stuff. So, we—you know—dad was not around a lot because 106 
of his business and so we learned other ways of dealing with him and for me it was going 107 
to the business and working in the meat department cleaning stuff on Saturday night. So 108 
it was a normal—you know—anything abnormal was grade school—was a horrible 109 
experience because— let’s see from’s my second—third year—in grade school to the 110 
eighth grade we lived directly across the street from the principal. So, by the time I 111 
walked home after school, she had walked home and was out front talking to my mother 112 
about all the stuff I had pulled that day. So (grandfather clock starts to ring loudly) there 113 
wasn’t much to get away with in grade school. But it was pretty normal. I had two sisters 114 
—one of them competent the other one incompetent. (long pause) So you know that was 115 
seventy something years ago or so—I saw both of them two weeks ago in Toledo, Ohio. 116 
One of them the same—one of them is still incompetent—and the other one is very 117 
competent (laughs). 118 
 119 
ES: What were some of your duties around the house—did you have chores.   120 
 121 
BM: You didn't—no. You didn’t help mom do much. Mom only dealt with the kitchen —122 
that was her world. She was a Pennsylvania Dutchman—she had two degrees in home 123 
ecnomics—she taught home economics in school for a while and she ran that kitchen and 124 
was terribly proud of running that kitchen—and you know, she lived in that kitchen and 125 
you didn’t disturb her in there—that was her place. You know, I made her mad 126 
sometimes because I told her that all the training she had in home economics and her 127 
mother who just threw stuff in a bucket was a better cook than she was. She’d bristle a 128 
little bit at that but you know it was a fun place. I remember one time my dad got one of 129 
the meat people at the store to give him a pigs head—just the head of a pig. Pap took it 130 
home and put in on moms counter in the kitchen and walked out and of course a bit later 131 
she’d walk in and you could hear her across the river I guess. (grandfather clock strikes in 132 
the background). There was nothing abnormal about. 133 
 134 
ES: Okay, I see you had some pretty good meals then I guess? 135 
 136 
BM: Oh yes! This is yo see the result of her cooking yes. 137 
 138 
ES: So, Were you a bit of a troublemaker as an youngster? 139 
 140 
BM:  I tried hard, yes. Yes. 141 
 142 
ES: Tell me little bit about that you said  143 
 144 
BM: Oh Geeze. 145 
 146 
ES: You said the principle would come home and tell your mom— 147 
 148 
BM: Well the principle—you know in school—I was— my major in grade school and 149 
most of high school was travel. Most of the work I took involved travel. I was either on 150 
my way to the principals office or on my way back from the principles office. I was in all 151 
kinds of things —you know—not the other crazy kid stuff, but the stuff the principles 152 
dislike— but it was not stuff that got—you know—I was never arrested, I was never in 153 
jail. (long pause) I have been in jail a couple times bailing people out. (long pause) I 154 
didn’t think it was anything —there was nothing I did that I think as being tremendously 155 
evil. 156 
 157 
ES: Can you give me an example of just maybe something you remember you doing that 158 
your mom would—you know—you come home and your mom found out about? 159 
 160 
BM: I can’t think of an example anymore, that’s too far ago. You know it’s bad enough 161 
for me that I can’t remember what I had for breakfast. 162 
 163 
ES: That’s okay. So, how was religion observed in your house? 164 
 165 
BM:  That was a very strong element in all of our lives because mom and dad were both 166 
active Lutherans. As they say, mom the Pennsylvania Dutchman. My dad was president 167 
and vice president of the Lutheran Lake of the state of Pennsylvani— and that’s in fact 168 
how they met the early 30s at Luther Lake meetings in mid-Pennsylvania and—that had 169 
been a very strong element in both our lives—so it was in ours— I mean we were in 170 
church every Sunday morning, we were in Sunday school every Sunday morning. Mom 171 
taught Sunday school, dad was a number of times superintendent of the Sunday school. 172 
Their entire lives were involved in the church and that’s how they— that was apart of 173 
their existence and therefore a very strong part of our growing up. (long pause) I didn’t 174 
decide to go into the ministry until I (respond ???) mid college—There were several 175 
people who’ve been very influential in my life. One was a Presbyterian minister and the 176 
other was the disciples of Christ minister— Dr. Beach(?) and so one thing led to another 177 
and I had for a while committed to doing a career in radio journalism and—I don’t know 178 
I just—that slipped away somewhere in the middle college and I decided to go to 179 
seminary. 180 
  181 
ES: Okay, so give me a little bit about like what your first day of high school was like so 182 
now 183 
 184 
BM: Oh my—are you serious? 185 
 186 
ES: If you can remember— 187 
 188 
BM: You can’t be serious. Geeze. I have no idea. I have no idea. My first day in high 189 
school—I have no idea I worked at the newspaper and one of my favorite professors was 190 
the journalism professor. (coughing) I was the caller announcer for the football games in 191 
that Ohio Valley football and big big big deal— and so every football game I was in the 192 
booth doing that the color stuff not the play-by-play stuff. Beyond that (long pause) —193 
What I most remember about high school was the two deans. There was a dean of men 194 
and a dean of women. They were married, husband and wife, and their name was 195 
Dawson. They were both about 4 feet high and it was kind of weird to see Burt Dawson 196 
yelling at a bunch of kids about doing something and this little pip squeak telling us what 197 
to do. They were very neat people.  198 
 199 
ES: Did you get a lot out in trouble a lot in high school or no you pretty much? 200 
 201 
BM: You know it wasn’t as bad a gradeschool. Yea Bert Dawson and I were good 202 
friends— he came to me at graduation and shook my hand briskly and said I want to 203 
congratulate you I was so proud of you tonight in that procession coming into the 204 
auditorium you were the only person who was in step. Okay —that was his way of saying 205 
you can get your right foot in front of the right foot for all the tea in China. But no—I 206 
didn’t do that kind of nasty things that I did in gradeschool. 207 
 208 
ES: Okay so because you were on the newspaper were you very in the know about the 209 
current events going on in the world? 210 
 211 
BM: No because we didn’t considered of the world apart of news of the high school so all 212 
that was going on in the high school would’ve been part but in terms of you— know 213 
you— you could be fighting World War III across the river and we wound’t pay 214 
attention. If it happening in the building that was another matter, there we would be. But 215 
no. It was not something we made a big deal about I’m not sure about a lot of what we do 216 
today in school is not —over emphasized— to mess our heads up about what reality 217 
should that—you know— that we get stuff out of whack too easily. Don’t take yourself 218 
too seriously. 219 
 220 
ES: My most—I don’t have many moments of which I was proud. My proudest was in 221 
Cincinnati, Ohio in the nineteen—early 1970s—I had been in Chicago since 1965 and my 222 
music director was Thomas Willis. Tom (loud grandfather clock striking) was the music 223 
critic for the Chicago Tribune and he was on the graduate faculty of the school of music 224 
at Northwestern Evanston (???) graduate PhD in music history from Yale. Tom took me 225 
along because he needed equipment like this to do a speech with the national music 226 
educators convention which was then in Cincinnati—after two or three days of meetings 227 
and we got all the stuff done, Tom decided to introduce two or three of us who were with 228 
him—typical of Tommy said in the introduction— he said Bill is back in Chicago my 229 
Paster and because I am his music director he is my boss— and he said what I like most 230 
about him is that age —over 30 years of age— he still hasn’t quite figured out what he’s 231 
going to be when he grows up—that was the neatest thing I’ve ever heard. Don’t take 232 
yourself too seriously. I’m sorry I’m talking too much 233 
 234 
ES: That’s okay, no it's fine. That is really good advice I really like that. Okay, so now I 235 
just walk through maybe—how did you decide to want to go to Youngstown and what 236 
your friends think about that? (grandfather clock strikes) Like when your—you know— 237 
becoming a senior in high school, how did that come about that you found out about 238 
Youngstown? 239 
 240 
BM: (grandfather clock strikes) Phew! Well, I didn’t go to Youngston first— I went to 241 
Ohio university first and I spent one year there and worked in the radio station—and at 242 
the end of the year is was very clear to my advisers, who made it very clear to me, with a 243 
couple of bangs of two-by-fours on the far forehead— that I was spending more time 244 
running a radio station then I was trying to study philosophy and that kind of stuff. So, I 245 
decided that I was either going to run the radio station and—you know— and get a 246 
secondhand education or I was going to have to leave Ohio and go someplace else. So, I 247 
probably went to Youngstown because it meant I could come home and help my dad and 248 
his business—that took time— because Youngston was a 20 minute drive from East 249 
Liverpool. 250 
 251 
ES: Now was—in high school—was that one of your aspirations—was to—what was—252 
you know —to study philosophy or what was one of your aspirations before you left high 253 
school? 254 
 255 
BM: You know, I didn’t know I was really mixed up between being an engineer—and 256 
doing radio stuff—and also philosophy and ministry and the possibility of going to 257 
seminary. So, those two were tugging all the time and it wasn’t until I got halfway to 258 
probably— I sat and figured out —okay this seems the most interesting this is what I’m 259 
going to do. 260 
 261 
ES: Which was? 262 
 263 
Bm: The ministry. I still did a little bit radio stuff but not much. Yeah—that’s about all. 264 
 265 
ES: Okay. And then how did your relationship to religion change during high school? 266 
Did it change at all or were you still going to church every Sunday? 267 
 268 
BM: Even though high school we are just— we were there every Sunday. During the 269 
second world war there was some controversy about our congregation —because it was a 270 
German congregation and in fact I was baptized at a German service —although the 271 
German services were not central at that time, they were still a strong element —and 272 
there was, in the community, a lot of derision of that congregation because of being that 273 
German church. That was—as I say—a playoff of the world war. 274 
 275 
ES: And that was when you were in high school? 276 
 277 
BM:  Well, I guess a little before high school because I graduated from high school in 54. 278 
So, so yeah that would’ve been little bit before. 279 
 280 
ES: Okay, so tell me a little bit about when you graduated from high school—you’re 281 
going to this Ohio State and then— 282 
 283 
BM: No Ohio University. Athens, Ohio. 284 
 285 
ES: Okay and tell me a little bit about how you made the decision to go into the 286 
ministry— 287 
 288 
BM: I was doing a lot of theater as a kid in high school and our theater guy—are you 289 
ready—his name was —I don’t remember much but I remember the important stuff —his 290 
name was Spencer Stanley Steam Rod the third (?). He was this huge—bumbling pile of 291 
blubber who could roll across the floor without touching it. He was a real—he had real 292 
ability in theatre and I did couple of major plays in the last couple years in high school 293 
and when it came time to college he wanted me to go to Ohio University because— do 294 
you need to switch— 295 
 296 
[Referring to switching the camera memory card]  297 
 298 
ES: Yes give me two seconds sorry.  299 
 300 
BM: That’s alright take your time 301 
 302 
[A long Pause while fixing the camera] 303 
 304 
ES: Okay, we’re back to business  305 
 306 
BM: Okay—Spencer Stanley Steam rod Junior(?)— he wanted me to go to Ohio 307 
University because they had an outstanding theater program that’s why when I got there I 308 
got into the radio program because they just built a new speech and theater building and 309 
in it was the radio station and so I started working at the radio station— but it was 310 
basically because of Dr. Steam Rod(?) who got me to Ohio University. 311 
 312 
ES: Okay and then so then once you’re there—what got you to go Youngstown how did 313 
you look into it and you make that decision? 314 
 315 
BM: (coughing) There was a pastor in Youngstown at the big disciples of Christ Church 316 
first Christian Church and he was a spellbinding of a preacher and I got to know his son 317 
in the radio station —at Athens— and after I decided that I had to go someplace else 318 
because I was getting too involved in the radio station —he encouraged me to look at 319 
Youngstown because his dad was pastor right next to the campus —and so I ended up 320 
doing that—I went to meet his dad and his dad took me and introduced me to both the  321 
registrar and the president of Youngstown at the time. So I decided to do that and the 322 
president got me a job as the secretary to the Philosophy Faculty at the university—so it 323 
was—and with the closeness to home it was a good fit. 324 
 325 
ES: And is that when you met your wife when working? 326 
 327 
BM: We were both involved in working at—next door to each other—she was the 328 
secretary to the head of the psychology department and I was in the philosophy 329 
department right next door on—the offices were on the second floor of an old quonset hut 330 
—and that’s where we met and I’ve been making trouble for her ever since. 331 
 332 
ES: And is that how you knew you wanted to be a reverend? 333 
 334 
BM: I suspect that was about the same time that I decided to give up radio and going that 335 
direction—yea. As I remembered it was always in the background— it was always in the 336 
background— my mother wanted me to be a pastor in the worst way so, if you know if I 337 
missed being—paying attention to some of it she made sure I remembered so—if you’re 338 
trying to find that I can tell you at 11 o’clock on the 13th of December I got hit by a 339 
lightning ball there wasn’t anything like that okay. 340 
 341 
ES: So you just—you were at Youngstown or? 342 
 343 
BM: Either that or when I left Ohio— I was in the philosophy which was the normal 344 
process that you would do as a pre-ministerial student so you just did it. 345 
 346 
ES: So, who was the most influential people in within your religious studies? 347 
 348 
BM: Do you mean historical people? 349 
 350 
ES: People around you at the school. 351 
 352 
BM: Oh at the school. 353 
 354 
ES: Well you were studying to become a revered. 355 
 356 
BM Well you’re talking about two things —one is what you’re undergraduate classes 357 
is—you know, to be a pastor normally you have to have an undergraduate degree and 358 
then a graduate degree from seminary which is —that where most of your true training go 359 
on in seminary. In the in the college, I was in the philosophy department would say that 360 
the classical Philosophy people—you know— Plato, Socrates, the whole list of the 361 
classical philosophers. 362 
 363 
ES: So you got your degree in philosophy and then you went to seminary school? 364 
 365 
BM: Yes that’s right—that’s correct. My degree was in philosophy— a duel major in 366 
philosophy and sociology—and then in the seminary you didn’t have a major. 367 
 368 
ES: and where did you go to seminary school (???)? 369 
 370 
BM: Hammond Divinity School which is —wass then a part of Wittenberg University in 371 
Springfield, Ohio—and Wittenberg was a church—a school of the Lutheran Church. I 372 
went there because the dean of the school —Elmer Fly(?) was really fine fine person. I 373 
instantly liked him. He spent most of his time being concerned—although I was 374 
married—you know a lot of the kids that were in the seminary were not— he was 375 
insistent that he’d find wives for all the men in the seminary so that they didn’t go out to 376 
parishes unmarried because he felt that would be a disaster (coughing). 377 
 378 
ES: What years were you in the seminary school? 379 
 380 
BM:  (long pause) 58 to 62 381 
 382 
ES: and what—I’m sorry go ahead 383 
 384 
BM: Go ahead. No I Just— 385 
 386 
ES: No, I was just going to ask while you were in seminary school, what do you think 387 
was the most difficult things you faced as you were studying to become 388 
ordained?(grandfather clock strikes) 389 
 390 
BM: Greek and Hebrew. 391 
 392 
ES: Learning Greek and Hebrew. 393 
 394 
BM: No, trying to (coughs).  395 
 396 
ES: What about personally did you struggle anything in seminary school with faith? 397 
 398 
BM: Greek and Hebrew. 399 
 400 
ES: Okay. And so while you were seminary school did they—obviously you have to have 401 
leadership skills—you know—in order to preach and so where do you think you 402 
developed those skills—did you develop them in seminary school? — I guess what I’m 403 
asking is how did you know you had the skills to be a leader? 404 
 405 
BM: I tried hard not to be a leader. (pause) I tried hard always to help people try to reach 406 
the stage of development in which they could develop themselves—that they could do 407 
things for themselves. So, I don’t like the word leader. You know, a leader to me is 408 
someone who marches out in front of a group of people and tells them what to do—I 409 
never did that. I—if I was anywhere I was in the back of the bunch of people saying let’s 410 
keep going folks as long as we agreed on the goal, we’re going to get there together. But I 411 
don’t like the word leader. 412 
 413 
ES: Okay. (grandfather clock sounds) So you’re in the seminary school until 62? 414 
 415 
BM: 62 416 
 417 
ES: and then what happens after you leave the seminary school? 418 
 419 
BM: I was sitting down one night in late 62 to accept a call a Lutheran Church in Indiana. 420 
I can’t remember the name of the town—you can look it up if you want to—it was a town 421 
along the Ohio border where their claim to fame was—and still is today— the largest 422 
casket manufacturing company in the world.  It’s still there today. I was sitting down to 423 
accept a call to that congregation and the phone rang and it was a friend of mine on the 424 
faculty of Wittenberg who was a sociologist and he said, did you accept that call to 425 
Indiana yet? I said I was sitting at the typewriter ready to start. He said well don’t— 426 
come over here and have breakfast with me in the morning. So, I was trusted him and so I 427 
quit doing my letter and I went over and had breakfast with him and he said I just got 428 
back from a meeting in New York and said—I met a guy there who is looking for an 429 
assistant and is he is in Cleveland Ohio and he is a Methodist pastor and he is running a 430 
thing called the regional church planning office, and he wants a Lutheran for a major 431 
study they’re doing in Akron, Ohio. He said I think you should at least go talk to him—so 432 
I made arrangements drove to Cleveland. It was a good interview, we had a good time, he 433 
was brillant guy and I remember leaving— I had asked only one question. I asked how 434 
long do you spend every year raising the money to keep this organization. Lyle (?) shot 435 
back at me—in about 10 minutes. Well, I remember going home that night and saying to 436 
Char when I got home—the only thing bad about it is that—you know—he is spending a 437 
lot more than 10 minutes. Well, I ended up (coughs) going to work as Lyle’s assistant 438 
director to the regional church planning office (pause) and after I had been there about 439 
two year, I went to one day to board meeting in December when Lyle(?) has laid out what 440 
he wanted to do for the next year and they went around the table, one after the other—441 
well I can come up with $20,000, I can come up $15,000, so I can come up before—well 442 
these were church executives and in about 10 minutes he had all the money for the next 443 
year. He’s a brilliant guy, we have been at that time became lifelong friends and Lyle (?) 444 
was a graduate of Madison Wisconsin— and he had an advisor that convinced him to get 445 
five masters degrees rather than one PhD—because they said to him that with a PhD you 446 
don’t learn anything new, but with a Masters degree you always have to dig in and learn 447 
something new. And that’s what he did. 448 
 449 
ES: Okay 450 
 451 
BM: He’s brilliant—we became lifelong friends and unfortunately tomorrow I’m 452 
supposed to be at his memorial service over in Naperville. 453 
 454 
ES: I’m sorry for your loss. 455 
 456 
BM: Yes Thank you. He was a neat man. So I spent 4 years there with Lyle (?) from 63’-457 
64’— I guess three plus, and then in November 65’ we came to Chicago. 458 
 459 
ES: Tell me a little bit about how that came about that. How did you find out you’re 460 
going to be moving to Chicago? 461 
 462 
BM: When I was in Akron, I belonged—my church was Holy Trinity, a big downtown 463 
Lutheran Church in Akron Ohio, and the two pastors were Carl Ulying (?) and Bob 464 
Stegall (?) who the senior pastor and Carl was called to be pastor of Christ the King in the 465 
loop in Chicago—and before he left he said, will you come with me to Chicago? — and I 466 
said well we can talk about it and why don’t you get there and when you figure out what 467 
you need and then we’ll talk about and so he and we talked and they called me also as a 468 
pastor of Christ the King in the loop in November beginning November 65’. 469 
 470 
ES: So you were working Christ the King 471 
 472 
BM: YES. 473 
 474 
ES: So kind of leading up to 68’—you were working with the church and what was 475 
starting to happen around 68’ —of you —remember what were you dealing with you 476 
know? 477 
 478 
BM: What was I dealing with? Okay I was dealing with our young adult ministry—you 479 
know—I was closer to your age than my age and when I went there that was what I was 480 
to do because there’re so many young adults in the loop and some looking for a center of 481 
involvement so we had space before the church moved his whole operation to the 25 W. 482 
Jackson. We have a smaller space there and it was run evenings by young adults and— 483 
that got transferred when the church moved over there —that got transferred over and 484 
continue and the young adult ministry consisted of that activity at the Kings corner and 485 
then also on Sunday evening we had gathering at our condo— apartment rather— which 486 
was at 900 Lakeshore Drive— just north of where your school started because your 487 
schools up there in the early days the very beginning—and our building is up there we 488 
had a young adult gathering from —oh— 4 o’clock until 2 o’clock in the morning at our 489 
apartment sometimes it was 400 kids. Not all at the same time— you know —in and out 490 
through and that's esentally—that was feeding back and forth the activity at the evening 491 
activities at the loop downtown location and we became a sort of—our family was then—492 
ed—who was born in 65’, the same month that we came to Chicago  493 
(Phone rings loudly and interrupts; we discuss about the phone stop ringing)  494 
 495 
ES: So, you’re in Chicago now and obviously the Vietnam war is —you know —building 496 
up tensions—tensions are building up in 68’ and so— I guess we’ll fast forward to 68’ a 497 
little bit and I kind of want you to talk about, what was your first experience as an activist 498 
and I know you don’t like to use that word but— with everything going on in 68’ in the 499 
early part, what were you doing with the church? 500 
 501 
BM: Well just what I drew for you— the young adult thing. That was what I did. Well, in 502 
addition to because we are sitting on the ground floor and in the loop, we had—you 503 
know— we had more drunks per square inch come into the church and—you know— the 504 
coffee pot was always on— that was the nature of who we were as a congregation. 505 
 506 
ES: And so you were help running the youth ministry?  507 
 508 
BM: YES  509 
 510 
ES: And so the youth were really involved with  511 
 512 
BM: YES oh yes 513 
 514 
ES: With the 68’ movements so tell me a little bit about what you learned by mentoring 515 
these youth about 68’ and about Vietnam—I’m sure they came to you with questions 516 
or— why is this going on? 517 
 518 
BM: No because my attitude was— I was not there to tell these people want to do. I was 519 
there to let them develop their abilities and that’s what happened in the 68’ convention. 520 
(grandfather clock strikes) When all of the riots broke out in Front of the Hilton on 521 
Michigan Avenue, I was actually at a Lutheran student meeting at Loyola University of 522 
all places and this was a national meeting of student leaders from campuses all over the 523 
country and I was one of the main speakers of that occasion. So, I was up at Loyola 524 
University one night when about —oh my—I guess 7 o’clock or so at night —and I 525 
stayed in phone contact with the people at the church and so they had a way of getting to 526 
me—this was before cell phones, you wouldn’t know about that— and they called me 527 
and said— and I can just remember this, I remember the name of the guy I was talking to 528 
Al Sloboda (?)—and Al said we have trouble starting in front of the Hilton Hotel and the 529 
Cops are hitting and gassing people and they’re running away to escape and some of 530 
them came here, so we’re opening a clinic to help these people. and—you know— 531 
immediately I went into (??) adult mode and said now wait a minit Al— you’re opening a 532 
clinic and you don’t have doctors and you don’t have nurses and you’re going to treat 533 
people and you’re going to put congregation, is that what I understand? I’ve forgotten the 534 
exact numbers but he said, we have somewhere in the range of 18 physicians and 30 535 
nurses and then the question came, will that do sir? This was Al’s way of telling me to go 536 
stuff it and that I didn’t know what I was talking about which of course I didn’t. They had 537 
enlisted doctors from University of Illinois medical school out on the west side and 538 
nurses through one contact that they had in the group with people out there and these 539 
doctors would come in and they were spending their time treating people. Well, by now I 540 
have had enough conversation with Al that I hung up the phone and I went downstairs 541 
and got my car and I drove down to the loop and parked my car and when I got there they 542 
had so many people in the building that had been gassed over on Michigan Avenue, that 543 
every body in the building including the doctors and the nurses were getting sick. One 544 
doctor said to me, I don’t know what’s happening in here and I said, well sir —I do. The 545 
ventilation system up there is sucking air through the building and recycling and putting 546 
it back in, so as the gas comes off these people’s clothing and bodies and everything and 547 
so I said we got to decide that we’re going to either turn off the air conditioner and open 548 
all the doors—it was August of course so this wasn’t—I said we got to open all the doors 549 
or we got to figure out something else. So that’s what we did, we had a few fans around 550 
the place and we got, we set fans in the doors and I changed the ventilation system so it 551 
was sucking air out of the alley in the back of the building and that air was being sucked 552 
in now so in a half an to hour the place pretty well cleared out and I have no idea to this 553 
day how many people they treated there that night but it was I’m sure well into the 554 
hundreds it may have even been 500. It went on as I recall I didn’t leave until something 555 
like seven or eight in the morning. 556 
 557 
ES: What were you observing injury wise? 558 
 559 
BM: People with bloody heads, arms that had been beaten by the Chicago police, and a 560 
lot of kids with head wounds because they’d been smarting off to somebody and got 561 
some wise cop banged them on the head.  562 
 563 
(pause to fix camera) 564 
 565 
BM: You know it was mostly those kinds of injuries that caused people to—some people 566 
just needed a place that was safe—you know —that they didn’t feel that they were being 567 
chased. You know—I spent my time sitting at the front door—standing at the front 568 
door— so when occasion that night, although it wasn’t any big large numbers, maybe a 569 
half a dozen or dozen of the Chicago police would walk up I would welcome them and 570 
asked if I could do anything to hel, I would offer them a cup coffee and—you know—I 571 
think they were made to feel welcomed—but I think it was also clear that I was not going 572 
to put up with any shenanigans in terms them trying to deal with issues with the kids. So, 573 
that’s pretty much of what went on that first night and then the rest didn’t go on until trial 574 
started— there was nothing going on until the trial started. 575 
 576 
ES: So you only had that medical Station for one day? 577 
 578 
BM: Yes. 579 
 580 
ES: On the worst of the days?  581 
 582 
BM: I can’t remember the worst of the days but yes it was that it was the day where the 583 
police really—you know—Richard Dailey had gotten really pissed off because of some 584 
of the remarks at the convention and I think he sort of let the idea loose that the cops 585 
should clean up those streets and stop all the demonstrations and I think that’s the day 586 
we’re all hell broke loose in  front of the Hilton— and that was the day— and I still don’t 587 
know, I still have no idea where the heck those people came up with all those doctors 588 
nurses. 589 
 590 
ES: Now what was your understanding of the youth protesting—like you were dealing 591 
with the youth but—what did you feel, was your understanding? 592 
 593 
BM: Well, I was opposed to the war as a pastor so I guess I cheered them on from that 594 
aspect as much as possible. I remember one day, I was struggling with writing a sermon 595 
and I decided to title the sermon and I couldn’t find anybody who could tell me how to do 596 
what I wanted to do—I wanted to convert the number of people, which was then 49,000 597 
something that had been killed in Vietnam, and I finally found somebody at the 598 
Newberry center up on—I don’t know — do you even know about a place called 599 
Bughouse Square? You got to be educated one of these things about Chicago. Bughouse 600 
Square is outside of Newbury library on the near North Side and it is the place where 601 
people would go for many many years and just do speeches— any subject— so it got it’s 602 
name Bughouse Square. Do you know the name of the guy did early recordings for WT 603 
TW and WFMT— I’ve lost his name. 604 
 605 
ES: I’m not sure. 606 
 607 
BM: Well, he used to go to Bughouse Square and sit and record conversations he would 608 
have with people, the same way you want to do to make movies, only in those days it was 609 
only audio. He had a little (?? Unknown brand name) tape recorder, about this wide and 610 
about this thick, and he always carried three or four of them, because if somebody didn’t 611 
want to talk to him he would say this is not going to hurt you and he would kick this thing 612 
across the road to prove to them that—you know—the machine was not going to do any 613 
harm. Then he would get another out of his trunk, which worked. Newbury library is that 614 
very fancy library and I got them to convert that 49,000 number for me into Herbrew. 615 
And I use that as my sermon title. 616 
 617 
ES: This sermon about the Vietnam War? 618 
 619 
BM: No, No. I didn’t ever preach sermons about the Vietnam War. I tried to preach the 620 
gospel and occasionally, where applicable, using illustrations from the Vietnam War and 621 
questioning what we were doing there how we were going about it (grandfather clock 622 
rings) — questioning mainly the system that says we can do nothing wrong in the United 623 
States. Well, you can see what good I did it’s still a problem isn’t it? 624 
 625 
ES: How did you feel about the Vietnam War? 626 
 627 
GM: Well,I was opposed to it. Generally, I’m opposed to any war. I don’t see that war 628 
does anything to get us—anything meaningful—that it only leads to well just pain and 629 
death and I mean—you know—my guess is that I would suggest that any person who 630 
thinks that war is justified should be sentenced to spend six months in Walter Reed 631 
Hospital and realize the pain of kids who come back with missing legs and arms. I just—632 
just tell me what good comes out war there isn’t I don’t think. 633 
 634 
ES: So, were you, as a pastor, involved in any of the peace movements—obviously you 635 
were opposed to the war—but did you get involved and any other piece movements 636 
leading up to the democratic convention? 637 
 638 
BM: No. I had no time for that. I mean my time was really—you know—I spend 80 to 90 639 
hours just doing the work of the congregation, so no I din’t have tim for it 640 
 641 
ES: But you certainly knew it was going on? 642 
 643 
BM: I knew a lot that was going on that made the news, yes. I did not, certainly did not 644 
do anything to do sway what in most cases I agreed with the people. This is just not 645 
something that I had time for in that whole time. 646 
 647 
ES: But you did—did you—how did you feel about the kids that were out protesting, do 648 
you think they were doing what was right in your mind? 649 
 650 
BM: Sure. Anybody that would get out and march—you know those kids in Baltimore— 651 
anybody who goes out and draws attention to the evil in our world and tries to solve it, 652 
yea hooray! You know I will sit and cheer them on. I’ve been watching this stuff in 653 
Baltimore and cheering what some of those kids are doing. Now, when you get into the 654 
destructive phase, then I think you’re in a different ballgame—you know I’m not sure 655 
that the destructive side of it really works. I’m unhappy that some people feel led to do 656 
things that way. 657 
 658 
ES: And so when you say that, I think of Martin Luther King so how did you feel about 659 
him and? 660 
 661 
BM:  Sure. He was, he was a saint. He was a prophet—you know—I’m not sure that 662 
King was really (pause) the creator of the movement. I believe the King leaned heavily 663 
on Gandhi and his work in anti-violence but he was one who was willing to go to jail and 664 
do all of the rest of stuff to say —you know, what you’re doing is not right and yeah the 665 
sad thing about it is that what King spent his life doing, these kids are still trying to do in 666 
Baltimore, Sir. So, it’s with unhappiness that I sit at my age and watch that stuff going on 667 
and say, why in the hell are doing this kind of crap? Why in the hell hasn’t the adults 668 
caught on. If you still are able to read newspapers, read the editorial in this morning’s 669 
Tribune about the state of politics in Illinois and our inability to pass a resolution which 670 
would stop the politicians from gerrymandering district boundaries in Illinois and all that 671 
kind of crap in which they are doing as the Tribune states and no question about this, 672 
they’re trying to keep their own places in order by—you know—making sure that they’re 673 
going to be elected next time. And if they can’t be elected any other way, they adjust the 674 
boundaries so they can be. 675 
 676 
ES: And so, How did you feel about his assassination obviously it happen in 68’? 677 
 678 
BM: I thought it was terrible. I thought it was not surprising because—you know—why 679 
do we have—well okay, I’ll turn it back on you. Let’s not talk about Martin Luther King, 680 
let’s talk about the Pendleton girl. Would that be okay? 681 
 682 
ES: Um. You can talk about it a little bit. I’m curious because it happen in 68’ about 683 
Martin Luther. Obviously JFK. 684 
 685 
BM: See, I think that the two are very much attached. She died in Chicago in 2012 or 686 
something. A 12-year-old girl she died in Chicago, Why? Because as a society we insist 687 
upon the right to give every idiot loose in this world a gun and as long as we keep doing 688 
that it doesn’t matter whether it was in 68’ or it was Martin Luther King. If it hadn’t been 689 
68’, there were so many idiots running loose with a gun that ever place came and went he 690 
knew that his life wasn’t worth half a plug nickel. He knew that. And the same thing is 691 
happening today. The only thing different today that I suspect—there are more of both, 692 
more idoits and more gun. We are doing the same thing to keep them free to do this kind 693 
of evil, to go into a school and shoot it up or into a theater and shooting it up because we 694 
have kids with some unbalanced view of what the world is and so instead of making 695 
some reasonable requirements for what it’s going to take to—You know I don’t how feel 696 
about this as you can see I 697 
ES: Yea. We can come back to this. 698 
 699 
BM: As you can see I feel very strongly about it it. I have not had a gun in my hand since 700 
I was sent—because I was chaplain at the Boy Scout camp and they sent me to the rifle 701 
range because I was the only one over 21 and could supervise kids on the rifle range.  702 
 703 
ES: Sure. So going—we can touch back on this in a little bit. I’d love to 704 
 705 
BM:  You keep us on time—that’s your job. 706 
 707 
ES: So, you were obviously, you were working at the church you’re seeing these youth 708 
coming in and—what was going though your mind when you like—you know—what 709 
were you feeling for these kids when they’re coming in and they’re injured but they’re 710 
out there standing up for what they believe in? 711 
 712 
BM: How are we going to help them? Well, I was concerned about two things, I was 713 
concerned about helping the kids and of course the medics and the guys were there to do 714 
that and the second thing, to keep them safe so that—you know—somebody didn’t decide 715 
to march in the church and bash them for some reason and then thirdly, which was the 716 
last of my concerns but I was in the midst of a congregation that had just remodeled this 717 
space spending many of their last dimes to do it and so I was a little bit concerned that we 718 
try to keep the blood off the floor. The carpet was brand-new. One of the executives from 719 
our church came by a few days later and said, don’t worry about the carpet—if you have 720 
to replace the carpet because you been here helping people, you call me I’ll pay for it. 721 
 722 
ES: and what was that like to hear that? 723 
 724 
BM: It was great because I know first of all that what he was saying is—you’re doing the 725 
right thing. (grandfather clock starts chiming) Your congregation is doing the right thing, 726 
not me personally. 727 
 728 
ES: Did you feel that you were doing the right thing? 729 
 730 
BM: (coughs) Absolutely. I feel that the church needs to be involved in the place where it 731 
is —I have a health problem. In 1998 my bladder was removed because of cancer and 732 
they did 13 hour surgery at Northwestern to remove my bladder and built a bladder out 733 
part of my intestine. Since then, I’ve had problems with urinary track infections and I 734 
have had finally about eight years ago they got them under control by putting a stent in 735 
between my left kidney and my artificial bladder because the tube between the two were 736 
creating scar tissue. For the last, until three years ago, my surgeon at Northwestern 737 
always transferred that stent every six months (grandfather clock starts chiming) I have to 738 
put in a new one 739 
 740 
ES: Does this—going into 68’ about what you 741 
 742 
BM: We are getting there. 743 
 744 
ES: Okay. 745 
 746 
BM: (grandfather clock starts chiming) After my surgeon retired, I wanted not to keep 747 
going downtown and so we got into—he suggested suggested a friend of his who is at 748 
Lagrange hospital over here and we started going with him, Dr. Moran, he’s very good— 749 
when I first walked into Lagrange hospital there’s a simple sign handwritten over the 750 
door that says—we are about Christ’s healing ministry. You don’t notice anywhere else 751 
in the place anything that’s done like that but that sign is there. 752 
 753 
ES: And so that was your mentality in 68’? 754 
 755 
BM: Exactly. 756 
 757 
ES: So you were just there? 758 
 759 
Bm: This is a place of healing for Christ’s peoples. 760 
 761 
ES: I have a few more questions. 762 
 763 
BM: That’s fine. That’s fine. Is it all right that the dog answers them? 764 
 765 
ES: Ha ha. So you obviously worked hand and hand with both the youth and the police—766 
how did you feel about the police? You know you are hearing about them beating these 767 
kids? 768 
 769 
BM: Well, they were the enemies in my mind. They were—I have had some bad 770 
experiences with Chicago Police. It’s a list too long to go into but I have had enough bad 771 
experiences—I was depending on the police approach to me, I was being civil with them 772 
at all times, but I also was never in some of these articles during the trial— they talk 773 
about me sitting there talking to the cops, (grandfather clock ringing), which I did on a 774 
regular basis. Many of the cops came in were neat as heck. I think with the police there is 775 
a mob mentality that when you get a whole bunch of them together, you can cause 776 
trouble. 777 
 778 
ES: Now do— what did you want to accomplish in your efforts helping? Because you 779 
were there simply to— 780 
BM: Keep People safe. The night of the stuff around the hotel was basically to keep—to 781 
get people who were hurt help, to if this was beyond the ability of the people who had 782 
come there that night to help from U of I, then we needed to be about getting them to 783 
place where help was available. I do not recall, I would call them emergency cases, I do 784 
not recall us having a lot of emergency cases that night. 785 
 786 
ES: How do you think you personally made impact? Do you think you did? 787 
 788 
BM: That’s not for me to talk about. That’s the business of the boss [points up to ceiling]  789 
I do and did what I could do the best I knew how and then I left the rest to him. 790 
 791 
ES: So what was—what do you think was most going through your mind during that day 792 
of 68’? You’re hearing these protests, you’re hearing the media and just total—you 793 
know— craziness that’s going on and what is going on in your mind, in the back of your 794 
mind, obviously your helping out but? 795 
 796 
 BM: Doing the best—like I said—that we could to assist them—(speaking to wife in the 797 
other room) Char, what is the name of the historic interviewer on WFMT, the guy that we 798 
still here all the time. 799 
 800 
ES: We can, I can write that down and we’ll look it up  801 
 802 
BM: Alright. (hearing wife in the other room saying cuz I don’t remember) He’s on FMT 803 




ES: Yes I do we’ve studied him. Did you ever hear him speak? 808 
 809 
BM: Yes. I was in Bughouse square one night when he was talking to people? 810 
 811 
ES: Was this around 68’? 812 
 813 
BM: No. 814 
 815 
ES: What do you feel was most misunderstood idea about the protests? 816 
 817 
BM: Probably that they were worthless kids making noise when they should’ve been 818 
enjoying something constructive. I suspect the way that I would picture a number of 819 
people in society feeling about the kids. I saw them as people were grabbing all the rest 820 
of us by the throats and saying—you know—wake up, wake up and see what you doing 821 
wake up and see what’s going on. No different today in Baltimore, absolutely no 822 
difference. (phone starts to ring) Charlotte will get this.  823 
 824 
ES: So, all this time in 68’ you were–you’re not directly, you know, spreaking to the 825 
youth about their protests but you’re believing in what they’re saying. In what they’re 826 
doing. 827 
 828 
BM: Sure Sure. I listen to them and sometimes you know there were some crazy people 829 
in those you know situations. 830 
 831 
[The last minute the camera is being fixed, audio recording is stopped to resume once 832 
camera is back up] 833 
 834 
ES: Sorry about that. Please continue. 835 
 836 
BM: I decided —most of what I did when I was there was I was in the middle of what 837 
was going on and I was listening to people. If three cops come in, I’d sit down in the 838 
corner and listen to them. If three kids came who were deciding they were about to tear 839 
up something I’d listen to them and say maybe isn’t there another better way for you to 840 
use your energy then tearing down the Marshall Fields building? It was the same way 841 
with alcoholics—you know—I would talk to them, I would welcome them—you know—842 
in some cases give them access to our telephones and if they started to bother me and I 843 
had to get straight with them it was real simple. I said folks if you want help to straighten 844 
out your life you tell me that. I said to until you really mean it— don’t fuck with my time 845 
because I’ve got more important things I think to do and that’s where we left—you 846 
know—they would come up and I’m serious now, I’d say do you really mean that now, 847 
they’d say yes and I’d say okay let’s go. I had worked with the people in the Illinois 848 
employment service which is around the corner from our church and I could send 849 
somebody over there and they would help get them into a program. If they got somebody 850 
that I sent that they couldn’t figure out they would call me say hey Willy, next time you 851 
get out here would you stop in here we got to talk to you about this one because he’s a 852 
problem that we’re not able to figure out, so I would go in and we would sit down and we 853 
look over the whole thing and say okay what are the possibilities of handling this 854 
situation, where do we have resources that we haven’t figured out yet. Let’s go! And we 855 
would figure out what to do and go get the person at do it. Some place in these files over 856 
her I have a ltter from a young man, I can’t say his name right now he was around the 857 
church for months and months and months and you know he is going to tear down this 858 
and tear down that and he was very helpful to me and the number situations. I didn’t have 859 
any recognition and in my recognition one day he just disappeared, gone poof. 30 years 860 
later I got a letter from him and on the stationary it — he was president of major 861 
engineering firm in Atlanta, Georgia. He said in that letter that he was writing to thank 862 
me because he said it was because you one day looked at me and said why don't you quit 863 
screwing around and get your ass to college where you ought to be. And he said, I 864 
decided to go to college in spite of you and here I am today, thank you. 865 
 866 
ES: That’s great. So you— 867 
 868 
BM: (grandfather clock strikes) That’s what makes it all worthwhile, you know and for 869 
every 10,000 people you meet, there’s one like that. The rest you hope that somewhere 870 
you make a difference in somebody’s life and that’s how I handled everything that came 871 
at me.  872 
 873 
ES: So, during 68’. Do you feel that you made you know an impact, do you you feel that 874 
you were in activist? 875 
 876 
BM:  No. I feel I was pointing directions to people. I didn’t usually get as directive as I 877 
did with that one kid I said get your ass to college. I though that’s what he needed to hear 878 
when I did it. More of what I did was gentle trying to say—you know—do you have 879 
different options than the ones you seem to be pursuing.  And to try to listen to them so 880 
that they found a way— not my way, because that would never work if they did that— 881 
but their way.  882 
 883 
ES: You were there to support and help? 884 
 885 
BM: Support and help and guide. You know—hope the guy upstairs didn’t rest of it. 886 
 887 
ES: So that leads me to ask you maybe kind of look back at that experience and how do 888 
you think those events of 1968 changed you, if they did in any way? 889 
 890 
BM: No, I don’t think they did. no I don’t think they did. You know from the events in 891 
68’ in August at the convention—you know—that was a big jump in the activity at our 892 
place and then it just it leveled off and when back to being what it normally was until the 893 
conspiracy trial across street and then it went up higher than it had been 68 because the 894 
trial was in the wintertime and the judges—I said —would not let any of the press be on 895 
the property so—you know—the press said they could wait in our place and stay warm 896 
and soak up coffee until something happened across the street.  897 
 898 
ES: and that trail was in response to 68’? 899 
 900 
BM: Oh sure. The conspiracy seven trial. 901 
 902 
ES: That was 69’? 903 
 904 
BM: Since those were the guys who were arrested and charged with inciting riots and etc. 905 
etc. the whole 9 yards. Sure. Sure. That was all that was all tied together. 906 
 907 
ES: So, what are you most proud of in that situation? 908 
 909 
BM: I’m proud that there was a congregation there to be able to provide the kind of 910 
witness that we did to those people. You know, Let me see if I can make that more 911 
poignant for you. Okay? In 19, I think this was 1969, because the trail was 70 (cough) 912 
this was the annual report of our congregation. I had called this guy Tom Willis (?) at the 913 
newspaper and I said Tom I need a piece for the front page of the annual report. Will you 914 
do something and send it back and an hour later on the fax machine was this. The title 915 
was not for the comfortable outsiders are not always happy with us, neither are we. Our 916 
pastor laughs now and then, he also has an ulcer. One of our deacons is black, his wife is 917 
white. Quite a few of us are over 40, several of us are under 25. We have a men’s 918 
luncheon club. The women’s liberation groups meet at night. Most of us are sober, not all 919 
are serious. Some of our staff wear shoes, our music director plays rock’n roll organ. He 920 
also plays a lot of Bach and (??). The contemporary art around our altar disturbs some. So 921 
does the graffiti on the removable walls of our Friday night coffee house. We have a 922 
efficient coffeemakers, a great sound system, dimmers on our switchboard, close circuit 923 
television, a stove, a refrigerator. Our glass walls and storefront location make listening 924 
for the still small voice. A little difficult, but we try. Uur main businesses felt. We give it 925 
whenever possible. We need yours. Okay. That’s I think a summary our congregation. 926 
 927 
ES: Obviously you saw a lot about 68’ and so what do you think is the most positive 928 
about the demoncrative convention in 68’? 929 
 930 
BM: Positive? I’m not sure. I think it’s a positive experience when you put 3000 931 
politicians in room and expect anything good to come of it. I’m not sure, I think when we 932 
put 300 or whatever it is politicians in one room in Springfield and expect anything good 933 
to come out of it. So, I’m sure that there’s anything positive in a convention like that. If 934 
there’s anything positive in terms of what occurred do those nights in front of the 935 
Hilton— you know—the theme of those nights was those kids chanting and the whole 936 
world is watching. The first war was fought on color television every night and the night 937 
newscasts before you were born was about Vietnam. Did we shut down Vietnam because 938 
it became too expensive in terms of our commitment with our people because they didn’t 939 
want anymore to see this in their living rooms every night. I think it’s a possibility. I 940 
think it’s a very strong possibility that the Vietnam War was ended for that reason. It 941 
became too expensive in the psyche cost to America to keep doing it. So in that sense, 942 
that may be a positive. Its— is it another positive that you know there may have been 943 
some reform in the Police Department because of the events outside the Hilton because 944 
the whole world was watching. I don’t think it changed Richard J Daley’s mind. There’s 945 
some question and recently because the governor just died, Dan Walker, and I saw him it 946 
being attributed to him that he said that it was a police riot on Michigan Avenue, I’m not 947 
sure that’s true because I was thought that it was the Warren commission in Washington 948 
that was set up to look at the whole situation in 68’ and I always thought that they were 949 
the ones came out and said there it was a police riot in front of the Hilton hotel. I’m not 950 
sure but the fact remains that I think that was something that Chicagoans were not ready 951 
to swallow and so from that standpoint it might make it positive. 952 
 953 
ES: How did you in 68’ especially with all this, how did you stay calm within all of this? 954 
 955 
BM: That was my job, you know. I could’ve stayed calm with the building burning down 956 
in those days because that was my job is to you know be a presence, to support the 957 
congregation I was working with, to do what I think they wanted me to do—you know—958 
by the way I was part of the staff that wore shoes in those days, I wasn’t the other part. 959 
That was what my job was. We were always in trouble for other reasons with the national 960 
Lutheran Church and one year they called us to me in Philadelphia and when the church 961 
council and I met to decide who’s going to do this, I said why don’t we send Tom Willis 962 
and I said you know, I think it would be interesting because it will be a surprise because 963 
they want me there because they want to jump down my throat. Tom walked into that 964 
room and sat down at the end of the table the guy that was chair of the committee and the 965 
other end said well, where is your pastor. He’s back in Chicago being our pastor, where 966 
sure he’d be Sir? Okay. Flush. All done.  That’s what I saw as my role as being the glue 967 
that kept the whole thing together without being a leader you know, lining people up in a 968 
row saying let’s go do this. 969 
 970 
(grandfather clock strikes) 971 
ES:  And how do you feel in that position that you were given—you acted—how do you 972 
feel you did as the position you were at the time of 68’? 973 
 974 
BM: Well, first of all my answer to that would be one in 68’, I didn’t have time to worry 975 
about it because there was going to be another explosion an hour later.  976 
 977 
ES: Looking back at it? 978 
 979 
BM: Looking back at it, it wasn’t a thing that bothered me, it wasn’t a thing I thought 980 
about. I thought about how can I do this the best way, how can I get the best job done. 981 
How can I stay out of the way so that my people can be who they are as a congregation. 982 
That’s my job as a pastor. 983 
 984 
ES: What parallels do you see between 1968’ and now? We kind of talked about that a 985 
litte bit but. 986 
 987 
BM: Do you want my crypt answer to that? In 68’ and now in 2015 the kids are in the 988 
street marching and saying you folks have fucked it all up and in 68’ or 2015 we still 989 
aren't listening. So probably, my answer to that would be there is not difference. The 990 
same problem. The same people are the root of the problem. You know, the same kids are 991 
out there saying you all have fucked it up. 992 
 993 
ES: So if you could give them advice today, what would you say to them? The kids that 994 
are going out and protesting for what—standing up for what they believe in. 995 
 996 
BM: Go for it. Go for it with everything in you. With the hope that this time maybe it 997 
might be different. I don’t know what else to tell you. I don’t know what else to tell them, 998 
because if you tell them that what they’re doing is impossible, that’s not going to do 999 
anything except make them mad—so why bother. You know. 1000 
 1001 
ES: My last question for you is why did you decide to come on board for that 1968’ 1002 
project? 1003 
 1004 
BM: For your thing, you mean?  1005 
 1006 
ES: For our 68’? 1007 
BM: Well, first of all because of friend of mine you know, I knew him what’s his name, 1008 
Stan David, I think I knew back then but then he talked to Bob Shaner (?) who lives up 1009 
the street here in Hinsdale and Shaner suggested that because of what happened with our 1010 
church that I would be one that you would be interested in talking to. And Shaner just 1011 
called me and said this is something you should do. My second reason would be—I have 1012 
always had a high regard for Columbia College and its growth as a school and so that 1013 
anything I can do to help you guys—you know. 1014 
 1015 
ES: Personally for you, is there any connection or anything that you like to let people 1016 
know about 68’ and what you were involved with? 1017 
 1018 
BM:  No. My only thing that conclusion would be that I would say to you that the story 1019 
of what happened to Christ the King during the conspiracy trial is a much more 1020 
interesting story then the one we just finished so sometime if you want another project, 1021 
I’ve got books full stuff that are letters from people that were really upset with what we 1022 
were doing and the answers that our church council came up and articles from national 1023 
magazines that all as a result what we did. So if you would be interested in doing 1024 
something like that, I’d be happy to see. 1025 
 1026 
ES:  Is there anything else you’d like to say about 68’? 1027 
 1028 
BM: No. There’s a picture of the trial for example. The end of the trial when it ended. 1029 
That picture was on the cover of the front page of the New York Times. 1030 
 1031 
ES:  Wow! Well Thank you very much for your insight on 68’. 1032 
 1033 
BM: No thank you for coming. Julie is always happy when somebody comes to play with 1034 
her and I’m always happy when somebody comes to talk to. 1035 
 1036 
 1037 
(ends with Approximately 24 seconds of captured conversation) 1038 
 1039 
